Molecular regulation of satellite cell function.
Quiescent satellite cells are responsible for the repair of post-natal skeletal muscle. These cells are easily identified by their unique morphology within skeletal muscle as well as by several recently elucidated molecular markers. Careful examination of the function of these markers has provided insight into the early events surrounding satellite cell specification and activation. However, the origin of these cells, as well as the mechanisms by which this population is maintained within the adult remain elusive. Furthermore, the ability of non-muscle derived stem cells and the potential multipotency of satellite cells have altered the traditional views of skeletal muscle regeneration.